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Playing deep stack poker can be extremely uncomfortable for most cash game players and
tournament specialists. The biggest reason for this is that they spend most of their

time playing with stacks of 100 big blinds or less, and they are not familiar with deep

stack poker strategy.

If you belong to this group of players but want to expand your

knowledge about deep stack games, you have come to the right place.

This article

explains deepstack poker's challenges and the best ways to prepare and master deepstack
play.

What Is Deep Stack Poker?

Like everything else in poker, the deep stack is a

relative term and is completely situational. Generally speaking, poker players use this

term when they want to describe hands, situations, or formats in which players have

stacks of 150 big blinds or more. However, depending on circumstances, players can

refer to stacks being deep if they have anywhere from 50 big blinds to 1,000 big

blinds.

Here are a couple of examples to give you a better idea of what we refer

to.

Imagine a situation in which there are nine players at the final table. Most of the

players at the table have stacks of 20bb or less, while two players have 70bb or

more.

In this situation, players will refer to the two players with 70bb as having deep

stacks, although they both have less than 100bb. This is because they are deep-stacked

in relation to the other seven players at the table.

So if one of the players with 70bb

makes a raise into the other player with a similar stack size, the other player will

often use the term “we are both deep” to explain the spot. We will later discuss why

players refer to these spots the way they do and what this means from a strategic
standpoint.

Now, imagine a situation where there are 6 players at a cash game table,

each with around 200 big blinds, and the game is played with antes and



straddles.

Although players in this scenario have a lot more big blinds, 200bb stacks

in this scenario are not considered deep stacks. This is because all of the players at
the table have similar stacks, and most importantly, the antes and the straddles make
stacks much shallower in practice because they increase the size of the pot and an
effective big blind.

A big tournament poker stack

What Makes Deep Stack Poker Strategy

So Important?

How important deep stack strategy is depends on each individual player

and the games they play. For some players, it might be essential for their poker
success, while for others, it might not have any impact.

With this said, deep stacks

impact the game dynamics in several ways, and this is why players approach some of the
spots in deep stack play differently than in situations where they have shallow stacks.
The thing that drives almost all of the adjustments in situations where players have
deep stacks is the pot-to-stack ratio.

For this reason, mistakes that might seem

marginal in 100bb play can be devastating when you have 300bb or more.

For example, you

are playing in a cash game, and you raise 2.5 bb Ac 7c from the SB, and the BB calls
you with the effective stacks being 20BB.

The pot is 5bb, and the flop comes As 5h 9h.

You bet 3bb, and the BB goes all in.

In this situation, the potis 25.5 bb (5bb in the

pot + your 3 bb + 17.5 bb that the BB went all in with.

This means that you need to

call an additional 14.5 bb (you already put 3 bb into the pot, so you need to put 14.5
bb more to match the BBs all in) to win 40 bb (25.5 bb already in the pot + the
additional 14.5 bb you need to put to put into the pot to make the call).

Your pot odds

in this situation are around 36%, meaning you have to be right one in three times to
make a profitable call, which significantly impacts your calling range.

Now let’'s use

the same situation but with deeper effective stacks.

You are playing in a cash game,

and you raise 2.5 bb Ac 7c from the SB, and the BB calls you with the effective stacks
being 200 bb.

The pot is 5bb, and the flop comes As 5h 9h. You bet 3bb, and the BB goes

all in.

In this situation, the pot is 205.5 bb (5bb in the pot + your 3 bb + 197.5 bb

that the BB went all in with.

This means that you need to call an additional 194.5 bb

(you already put 3 bb into the pot, so you need to put 194.5 bb more to match the BBs
all in) to win 400 bb (205.5 bb already in the pot + the additional 194.5 bb you need
to put into the pot to make the call)

Your pot odds are now around 48%, which means

that you have to be right one in two times to make a breakeven call. And another
important thing to remember is that a wrong call will cost you 194.5 bb instead of 14.5
bb. Although the second example is quite extreme and you won’t encounter it often, we
used it on purpose to clearly show how stack sizes impact the pot odds. To help you
create the best possible deep stack poker strategy, we discuss how to adjust your play
in deep stack games below.



Life can be tough when you a big stack to your

right
Adjusting Strategy in Deep Stack Games - Preflop Bet Sizings

There is no strict

rule in deep stack games when it comes to preflop bet sizings, and how players approach
different spots depends on the format and their opponents.

In deep stack cash games,

players will usually not make huge adjustments in single raised pots. For example, they
might increase their preflop raising size from 2.5 bb to 3.5 bb against capable
opponents but will not go crazy with the sizings.

Although, it is important to note

that when playing deep stack poker against recreational players, regulars will often
increase their preflop raising size too. For example, 8bb or whatever they think the
opponent is willing to call, to try and maximize their edge and put as much money into
the pot before the flop as possible.

Tournament regulars implement this same deep stack

strategy as they will change their preflop sizes throughout the tournament in relation
to the size of the effective stacks. For example, in the early stages of the

tournament, their raising size is usually much bigger than in the late

stages.

Adjusting Strategy in Deep Stack Games - Preflop 3 Bet Sizings

While in most

situations, you will want to keep the exact preflop raising sizes in single raised

pots, when it comes to 3betting, the situation is a bit different.

Because 3betting

creates a different dynamic since you are essentially saying that you have a premium
hand, you should increase your 3-betting size in accordance with the effective

stack.

The bigger the effective stack, the bigger your three-bet should be, and vice

versus. Remember to increase your size with both your premium hands that you are 3
betting for value and your weaker hands that you are 3 betting as a bluff.

Increasing

the size for one range but failing to increase the size for the other might result in

your opponents reading your range more effectively and outplaying you.

You don't go all

in as often with a deep stack as with a short stack

Adjusting Preflop Ranges When

Playing With Deep Stacks

One of the most important things about deep stack poker is

realizing how the size of the stacks impacts the value of hands.

As you saw in the

example above, a hand such as a top pair is a fist bump call when your opponent has
around 20 bb in a cash game, but the situation is not that clear if effective stacks

are deeper or if you are playing in a tournament.

The main point of adjusting preflop

ranges in situations where players have deep stacks is to create ranges of hands that
are capable of flopping good hands or good draws and thus make good candidates call
down big bets.

For example, a hand such as A9 is extremely strong in situations where

the effective stacks are shallow but can become almost unplayable in situations where
the effective stacks are 200 bb deep.

On the other hand, combinations such as 76s are

almost worthless in situations where players have 20bb but become more valuable in deep



stack play.

This is not only because you will rarely make a top pair with 76 but also

because when stacks are shallow, bluffing becomes less effective, and this
significantly decreases the value of hands whose significant part of equity comes from
bluffs and semi-bluffs.

Ranges change when you have a deeper stack

Postflop Deep Stack

Strategy

If you are playing deep stack games with capable opponents, you should expect

to see much more raising and reraising after the flop compared to games with shallower
stacks.

One of the best examples is the high stake games you see on TV. Many of the

moves high-stakes pros make in front of the camera are only viable because they play
with 200 BB or more. This is why poker coaches will always tell you not to copy these
moves in your normal games where the effective stacks are 100 bb or even less.

The

biggest reason why raising and reraising after the flop is effective in deep stack
games is that the pot-to-stack ratio is much higher than in 100 bb games.

Because the

pot-to-stack ratio is higher, bluffs and semi-bluffs become much more effective as
players have a lot more of their stack left, and they get a lot worse prices on

calls.

Deep Stack Poker Strategy Tips

One of the first things you need to learn about

deep stack poker strategy is knowing when to implement it.

What we mean by this is that

you need to learn to recognize when you are playing deep stack poker. As we mentioned
at the beginning of the article, only using big blinds to determine if the stacks are
deep will not be enough. You need to consider other factors like formats, the size of
other stacks, antes or straddles, average pot sizes, etc.

The second thing that will

increase your deep stack profitability is adjusting your preflop ranges. Adding more
suited connectors is always a good idea because they give you the opportunity to make
both straight and flushes, combinations with which you can put a lot of money in the
pot.

Just remember to be cautious, and lean more towards playing suited connectors that
can make nut hands as your opponents will also look to play a lot of the same
combinations, and you want to avoid getting all the money in the pot with the
second-best hand.

Increase your checking frequency with marginal hands. This means

sometimes checking with hands that you would almost always bet with a stack of 100 bb
or less. By checking marginal hands, you allow yourself to control the size of the pot
and avoid getting raised, forcing you to fold solid holdings.

Avoid making light call

downs. Because they don't adjust to their opponents, this is one of the mistakes most
players make when playing deep stacks. The fact is that most players start playing
tighter instead of the other way around. Their ranges will be much narrower, and their
bets will be much stronger as most of them only pay attention to their hand and don’t
think about the size of the stacks.

For this reason, you need to start reevaluating

hands that you normally use as call downs when playing with 100 bb or less.

These are

some general guidelines that will hopefully show you the right direction when thinking



about deep stack poker. Remember, each situation in poker is unique, and these
guidelines might not be the right answer every time.

Join for Free

If you have the

feeling you need to sharpen up your game then Pokercode is a great place to start. Sign
up for a free account and set your first steps towards becoming a better poker
player.

By signing up for a free account you will benefit from:

Access to a list of

curated study content, including one of Fedor’s study videos

Participate in our free

public coaching

An inside look at how the Pokercode community studies

Sign up now and

don’t miss out!
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Assinantes podem presentear 5 acessos GRATUITOS por dia.

Sean “Diddy” Combs, anteriormente conhecido como Puff Daddy, foi acusado, nesta quarta-feira,
do estupro coletivo de uma mulher de 17 anos, em 2003. Esta € a quarta acusacgéo de agressao
sexual apresentada contra o rapper e produtor de 52 anos, ex-namorado de Jennifer Lopez nas
Gltimas trés semanas.

Perda total: {img}s mostram como ficou carro de Zé Neto apds acidenteAlexandre Pires: alvo da
PF, cantor tem mansao de 16 milhdes e estacionamento para 200 veiculos na garagem

A mulher que processa Combs afirma ter sido levada em um avido particular do estado do
Michigan para o estudio de gravacéo do produtor em Nova York, onde foi estuprada por trés
pessoas, incluindo Combs e Harvé Pierre, presidente da Bad Boy Entertainment.

De acordo com o processo, obtido pela revista Variety, Combs, Pierre e um terceiro homem
teriam dado “grandes quantidades” de drogas e alcool a mulher. Enquanto ela estava
inconsciente, Combs a teria estuprado e depois assistido a um terceiro homem fazer o mesmo.
A mulher decidiu se manifestar depois de ler sobre outro processo movido no més passado por
Casandra Ventura, a estrela do R&B conhecida como Cassie, que acusou Combs de abuso
sexual e espancamentos ao longo de uma década. Ela também soube de outro processo em que



Pierre foi acusado de aliciar e agredir sexualmente pokerstars dinheiro real ex-assistente.

Taylor Swift: cantora é eleita 'Pessoa do Ano' pela revista Time

Combs fez um acordo com Ventura, mantendo pokerstars dinheiro real inocéncia. Ele também foi
alvo de outros dois processos de agressao sexual nas ultimas trés semanas. O rapper e produtor
nega as acusacoes.

Em um comunicado divulgado nesta quarta-feira, Combs diz que é inocente.

“Nas ultimas semanas, fiquei sentado em siléncio e observei pessoas tentarem assassinar meu
carater, destruir minha reputacdo e meu legado”, disse ele. “Alegacdes repugnantes foram feitas
contra mim por individuos que buscavam um pagamento rapido. Deixe-me ser absolutamente
claro: ndo fiz nenhuma das coisas horriveis que estdo sendo alegadas. Lutarei pelo meu nome,
pela minha familia e pela verdade.”

Combs deixou o cargo de presidente da Revolt, a rede de TV com tematica musical que ele
fundou em 2013, apds as trés primeiras acusacoes.

O mais novo processo é movido de acordo com o estatuto da cidade de Nova York contra a
violéncia motivada por género, recentemente ampliado para permitir agcdes que, de outra forma,
seriam prescritas.

Eric Clapton: guitarrista anuncia trés shows no Brasil em 2024; veja como comprar ingressos

O advogado da vitima afirma que ela "sofreu um sofrimento emocional significativo e sentimentos
de vergonha que atormentaram pokerstars dinheiro real vida e relacionamentos pessoais por 20
anos.

“Conforme alegado na denudncia, os réus atacaram uma adolescente vulneravel do ensino médio
como parte de um esquema de trafico sexual que envolvia o0 uso de drogas e alcool e o transporte
dela em um jato particular para a cidade de Nova York, onde ela foi estuprada coletivamente
pelos trés réus individuais. no estudio do Sr. Combs”, disse Wigdor em um comunicado. “A
depravacao desses atos abominaveis deixou, ndo surpreendentemente, marcas em nosso cliente
para o resto da vida.”

Matheus Possebon € um dos executivos da Opus Entretenimento, que atende grandes nomes da
musica brasileira; Investigado pela PF, ele também tentou se lancar como cantor

Estado sendo negociados 60 unidades na regido do Porto, onde a nova faculdade comecara a ter
aulas em 2024

Os trés sao maiores de idade e apenas um deles possui anotacdo criminal, de quando era menotr,
por "fato analogo a roubo de veiculos"

Valor € mais do que o dobro do alcancado pela tela mais cara ja vendida do pintor espanhol;
Pregdo esta marcado para 1° de fevereiro, em Nova York

Previsdo da gestéo Tarcisio de Freitas é tirar a desestatizacdo do papel em meados de 2024 com
uma capitalizagdo na Bolsa que envolvera o lancamento de novas agdes

Com a vitdria no Legislativo, Tarcisio espera vender a empresa até o meio do ano que vem
Fujimori cumpria uma pena de 25 anos de prisao por crimes contra a Humanidade cometidos sob
seu comando

Plenario também aprovou proposta que permite a juizes decretarem medidas cautelares de oficio,
ou seja, sem serem provocados, nos crimes tipificados na Lei Maria da Penha

Deciséo levou em consideragdo aumento de casos da doenca no pais
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